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A study of single-person households in Hamedan province

with an emphasis on the gender of individuals
Abstract

In this article, the problem of the formation and increase of single-person
households has been investigated with an emphasis on the gender of
people as a socio-demographic problem. This problem has been known
since the last decades of the 20th century in some industrialized countries
and was predicted in the form of the theory of the second demographic
transition. The statistical population of the research includes the
population of Hamadan province and the required data was extracted
from the two percent raw data part of the general population and housing
census of 2016 from the National Statistics Portal of Iran. The general
results indicated that the proportion of single-person households in rural
areas is slightly higher than in urban areas, among women more than
men, and among the elderly more than middle-aged and young people.
Also, most of the single-person households were illiterate or had less
educational qualifications, and they also often owned their own houses. In
terms of gender, no difference was observed between urban and rural
areas, as well as between areas with different levels of development. On
the other hand, the ratio of men and women in single-person households
has a significant difference according to the way of occupying the house,
the age of the people, the activity status, the educational status, the level
of education, and the marital status. In general, the phenomenon of one-
person households and its increase is not caused by the conditions of
modernity, economic growth of services, quality of welfare, expansion of
higher education, secularism, increase of individualistic values, self-
expression, and self-realization. Because the distribution of single-person
households in different age, marital, activity, educational and gender
groups and classes does not match the conditions of the second transition.
The death of spouses, employment and migration and to some extent
divorce imposes living alone as a lifestyle to the affected people.

Keywords: Population, single person household, lifestyle, second
demographic transition.
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